. In warm-blooded vertebrates, six major actins (isoforms) have been identified, and on the basis of amino acid sequence segregate into two families: the non-muscle or "cytoplasmic" actins and the muscle or "a-like" actins (7, 29) . These families can be further subdivided, on the basis ofisoelectric point and tissue distribution, into the 3-and y-cytoplasmic non-muscle actins and the a-cardiac, a-skeletal, a-or "vascular" smooth muscle and _y-or "enteric" smooth muscle types (28 Figure  2b )or B4 ( Figure  2c ). MAb C4 ( Figure  2d ) uniformly stains the cytoplasm and microvilli, with no increase in intensity along the plasma membrane.
Newborn
At birth, the cytoplasmic and basotateral membrane staining with
MAb HUC 1-1 ( Figure  3a ) is similar to that seen in the 18-day fe- Figure  3b) ; however, for the first time, weak diffuse staining with MAb ( Figure  3c ) is evident but is absent in the brush border of the cells. There is a dramatic increase in MAb C4 ( Figure   3d ) immunoreactivity in the brush border and diffuse staining of the cytoplasm. The goblet cells, which are fully developed at birth, show no immunoreactivity with any of the MAb used.
Neonatal Day 3
At 3 days postpartum, the basolateral membrane staining with MAb HUC 1-1 ( Figure  4a ) is similar to that seen at birth; however, the microvillar and cytoplasmic staining is slightly reduced. Whereas 1A4 immunoreactivity remains negative ( Figure  4b) , the cytoptas-mic staining obtained using MAb B4 ( Figure  4c ) is dramatically increased at this time. As seen in newborn animals, B4 staining remains excluded from the terminal web and brush border. The brush border staining with MAb C4 (Figure  4d ), although more uniform, is similar in intensity to that seen at birth, while the cytoplasmic staining is increased.
Neonatal Day 10
At 10 days postpartum, the patterns of epithelial cell staining are similar to those seen on day 3; however, in all cases the cytoplasmic staining is diminished in intensity ( Figures  5a-5d is heavily stained by MAb HUC 1-1 and C4 but, as observed on day 1, B4 staining is absent in this region. MAb 1A4 (b) does not stain either the cytoplasm or the brush border of these cells. Bar = 5 pm. Diffuse cytoplasmic staining with MAb HUC 1-1 (a), B4 (C), and C4 (d) is evident. In addition, MAb HUC 1-1 and C4 intensely stain the brush border, whereas B4 does not stain this region (arrowheads). Immunoreactivity with MAb 1A4 (b) in these cells remains negative. Bar = 5 pm.
Adult
As previously reported (21), in the adult intestine MAb HUC 1-1 immunoreactivity is localized to the brush border ( Figure  6a ), immunoreactivity with MAb 1A4 and B4 is absent ( Figures  6b and  6c) , and MAb C4 demonstrates weak cytoplasmic staining in addition to staining the brush border ( Figure  6d ).
Discussion
In a declines to undetectable levels in the adult (Figure 7) . 
